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Faith in God  
Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not 
laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 
instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 
judgment. (Hebrews 6:1-2) 

x Master faith in God and you will have a life rich with contentment. 

1.  Stop believing in the wrong definitions of faith 
x ____________________: Everyone lives by faith, not just religious people. Every act 

of knowing is ultimately an act of faith. This means that North Boulevard is not a 
____________ community. We are a ___________ community. 

x _________________: Faith is not just believing that a thing is true. After all, demons 
know that God is true, but they have no faith. 

You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and 
shudder. (James 2:19)  

x __________________: Faith is not merely saying a formulaic prayer. It insults God to 
suggest that pausing from sin to mutter some slogan will make you a disciple. We 
must lovingly correct those who reduce faith to “the sinner’s prayer.” 

“Salvation is not a prayer you pray in a one-time ceremony and then move on 
from; salvation is a posture of repentance and faith that you begin in a moment 
and maintain for the rest of your life.” (J. D. Greear, Stop Asking Jesus into your 
Heart) 

x _______________: Faith is not just another step in earning your salvation. No 
matter how you slice it, you will never be saved by your works. 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God--not by works, so that no one can boast. 
(Ephesians 2:8-9) 

x _________________: Faith is not a Hallmark Greeting Card, a sappy song, or 
“feeling spiritual.” Faith is a radical conviction that changes our lives. Do not 
follow your faith. Follow Jesus. 

What is faith?  
Hebrew (amen) = “To be firm or confident in something” 

Greek (pistis) = “To be convinced or persuaded of something” 

 Biblical faith occurs when we are persuaded that God is who He says 
He is, and we trust Him with all of our life. 

 
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see 
…. And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes 
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to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly 
seek him. (Hebrews 11:1, 6) 

2.  A Picture of Faith (Hebrews 11) 
I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, 
Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of 
lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; 
whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle 
and routed foreign armies. Women received back their dead, raised to life 
again. Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain 
a better resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were 
chained and put in prison. They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they 
were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, 
destitute, persecuted and mistreated—the world was not worthy of them. They 
wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 
These were all commended for their faith yet none of them received what had 
been promised. God had planned something better for us so that only together 
with us would they be made perfect. (Hebrews 11:32-40) 

3.  How do I walk by faith? 
1.  Renounce all paths that lead away from God. 

-- Renounce other religions* 
-- Renounce _____________ 
-- Renounce your love for the things of the world 
-- Renounce _____________ 

If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for me will save it. (Luke 9:23-24) 

2.  _________________________ your faith: be a man/woman of prayer. 

“Lord, I believe, help my unbelief.” (Mark 9:24) 

3.  _________________________: live inside the Word of God. 

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. (Romans 
10:17) 

4.  Obey His commands. Obedience is the best way to learn God’s truth. 

Through Him we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all 
the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. (Romans 1:5) 

5.  Look to His strength and trust in His promises. 

The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. He is my 
God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. (Exodus 15:2) 

 

 *Talk respectfully to people of other religions about their need for Christ, but 
beware of “interfaith dialogue.” Many such dialogues end up like a bad episode of “Wife 
Swap”—where somebody gives up what should have been important to them. 


